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“interbonded by interfusion”

“welded”

“intermixed”

“ground in place”

“press fitted”

“etched”
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[0140] The supports of the invention and, in
particular, the embodiments collectively
shown and described above preferably are
manufactured in injection molding processes,
whereby the various components of each
embodiment of the support, including, inter
alia, the framework and strut components, are
integrally formed from elastomeric materials.
The injection molding processes preferably
comprise, for each support, multi-step
injection molding, whereby each component
can be formed from different elastomeric
materials having different elastic stretchability
even though the components are integrally
constructed.

[0141] In particular, the strut components and
strap interface components can be formed
through injection molding of a first elastomeric
material, and then the framework can be
formed through injection molding of a second
elastomeric material about the strut
components and strap interface components.
This is particularly useful in manufacturing

embodiments having strut components and

strap interface components that are intended
to provide a degree of rigidity to side areas of
the framework, which can be readily made in

an efficient and cost effective manner.
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“1. A support for an area of a body that
includes a hinge joint, comprising:

(a) a hinge mechanism comprising an
injection molded strut component and
injection molded first and second arm
components;

(b) an elastically stretchable framework
injection molded about the strut and arm
components of the hinge mechanism, the
framework being configured to extend across
the hinge joint of the area of the body, and the
framework defining a flexible, elastically
stretchable web of elastomeric interconnecting

members ‘-
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